Value of visits by a geriatrician to elderly patients in a psychiatric hospital.
Most elderly patients have a combination of psychiatric and medical problems and are therefore best treated in wards managed by both a psychiatrist and a geriatrician in psycho-geriatric units. Since in most countries only a small number of such units exist the geriatrician can play a significant role in the management of medical problems of elderly patients by reviewing them regularly in psychiatric hospitals. The results of one such arrangement where a geriatrician was involved in the weekly review of the elderly mentally infirm patients are described.